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THE LAZARETTQ
on the Delaware River at Hssington
Del aware County, Pennsylvania

Uwners

Date of Xrection: 1798 - 1800

Architect: Unknown

Pregent Condition: Dilapidated as no major repairs
have been made since last used by the City of
Philzdelphis, in about 1880.

Number of Stories: Administration 3Building, three and
one~hplf storicg -

Wings, twoe and cne-helf stories,

daterigls of Construction: Walls are of brick, laid

in common running bond, every sixth course belng a
hesder course. The present roof is of tin, the present
front porch evidently is of much later origin, .All

that is 1left of the interior woodwork is of contemporary
design, with some fine elaborate mantels and some well
designed but gimple ones,

The main rooma throughout the first floox
nave chalr rails and simple plaster cornices.

The floors are of wides, random widtn boaris
and the stair deiail 1s exceedingly simpls.

Some mantels have bsen renaved bLut
saveral still remain,

Historys Following the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1793
in Philadelphia, & recurrence of the epideric in 1797
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showed that the methods of tre Board of Health in
dealing with infectious digeases were sadly lacking,
with the result that the Board of Hanagers of "The
Harine Hospital oi the Port of Philadelphia' were
empowsred to act in the matter, 1In 1799, they
bought a ten acre piece of ground on what was then
Tinicwn Isiand, and immediately began the erection
o the buildings there, which were completed in
1800.

The main building was modeled aftier the
Penngylvania Hospitai in Philadelphia, and the wings
were used for hospital purposes. The building was
filanked on the right by tihe Physiclians' residence
{Btill standing)} and on the left by that of the
Quarantine Master (since demolished) both with their
own astables. Two symmetrically placed Guard lHouses
{now stuccoed} on the banks of the river were used
for lookouts for ghips coming up the Delaware Hiver
to tne Port of Philadelphia, for which this Hospital
gerved for many years ag the Quarantine S3ftation.

Utner asnaller brick buildings between the

dain building and Tinicum Avenue exist, but for what
purpoae they were used is not now know,.

Tne whole plan, when all the original
buildings were still standing, must have formed a
balanced and interesting scheme rarely found on this
gcale in groups of this period.

Bibliographys:s Schnarf and Yestcott's ilistory of
Philadelphia, Volume 2, page 1665, -~ History of
Delaware Countiy, nage 2827,

Additional Data: ‘[he Lazaretto, owned by the City of
Philadeloila since 1799 has recently (1938) been sgold

to a private owner and 1ts future is uncertalin.
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